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tion of law is the greater because of this very fact, that the
universal humanitarian principles governing the intercourse
of nations, in peace as in war, have begun to assume the
nature of inviolable norms, whose sole but sufficient guard
is the moral consciousness of civilised peoples.

6. THE NORMS AND THE DEPARTMENTS OF MORAL LIFE,

Moral norms are the outcome of a process of development
that can be traced throughout all the facts of the history
of morals. Once developed, their function is to react upon
and direct the forms of actual life from which they sprang.
Where they have to yield to the ceaseless operation of
checking and opposing forces, they are but the more insistent
in raising the question as to how human life, present and
future, shall be ordered in such a way that the ends which
are so emphatically indicated by the normative ideas may
be reached. And this question brings us to the field of
practical ethics. While theoretical ethics directs its attention
towards the past, the field of practical ethics is the future,
After the former has deduced from the history of moral
ideas the norms that are to guide the development of the
future, practical ethics seeks, on the one hand, to find what
means give most promise of helping on this development
and, on the other hand, to infer what forms the moral life
is likely to assume by reason of the moral laws immanent
in it

This subject, inexhaustible as it is in content and scope,
branching off into many independent fields of thought, we
shall not attempt to discuss fully in the present exposition,
even in regard to its most important and fundamental pro-
blems. We shall merely glance at it, by way of appendix
to the foregoing attempt at a development of the universal
and fundamental norms of ethics.

The method to be followed in our investigation of prac-